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M5. ANl TA BEDELL

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Lynn Barron. She's not here. Anita

Bedel | .

MS. BEDELL: Thank you. My name is Anita Bedell.
|"m executive director of Illinois Church Action on Al cohol
Problens and Illinois Churches in Action. Those are statew de

al cohol and drug prevention organi zati ons.

In 1992 we al so added ganbling because of the rapid
increase in ganbling expansion in the United States, especially
in Illinois and the close connection wth alcohol and drug
addi cti on.

As MIton said, if this is a battle and a fight, then
we've been in this fight for six years. Sonetines it gets a
little weary with all the tactics that conme against us. Wen we
first started lobbying in the Illinois legislature, there were
two of us to | obby against 30 to 35 high paid ganbling | obbyists.
The tactics are very sinple. Wth just two people sonetines we
woul d be out of the roomso we had to |learn to have one person in
the room at all tinmes, even if the neeting was delayed for an
hour or two hours. One of us had to stay in the room because as
soon as we would both |eave, they would go ahead and start the
commttee and then go ahead and pass the | egislation.

| knew in January that you were going to conme up here
and this was a concern to | eave, because this is the |ast week of
the legislative session in Illinois. | learned this afternoon
that while 1'm up here, they have put together a conference
commttee report that includes dockside ganbling, relocation of
license and a referendum for continuous ganbling in Illinois.
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Qur session ends on Friday, as | told you earlier. This is what
happens in Illinois. Everything is put together behind closed
doors at the final days of the session and the |ess people that
they have to give public coment or to call legislators, the
better they like it. So this is a very difficult tinme for nme to
be up here but I think it's inportant that you here the story
fromlllinois.

Because of our concern for addictions, we get a |ot
of calls from famlies who have been torn apart by addictions.
There's a story of a woman whose husband commtted suicide, left
her with a two and three year old. The nother that had two
children, her husband owned two businesses. She went to the
casinos with her husband's partner, asked if the casino would cut
off the credit, and she said, can't you understand that maybe
this man has a famly and has a job. He is here all day and al
night. The casino could see no problem because he did not cause
any trouble. He has since lost a business and they have
di vor ced.

These are sone of the problens that we hear on a
daily and weekly basis. So for all of the glamour, there is a
cost. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN JAMES: Thank you.
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